representing the intentional dissemination of often false, but certainly
"compelling” claims to support or justify political actions or ideologies. This
redefinition arose because both the Soviet Union and Germany's government
under Hitler admitted explicitly to using propaganda favoring, respectively,
communism and fascism, in all forms of public expression. As these
ideologies were antipathetic to liberal western societies, the negative feelings
toward them came to be projected into the word "propaganda” itself.

"Propaganda is neutrally defined as a systematic
form of purposeful persuasion that attempts to
influence the emotions, attitudes, opinions, and

actions of specified target audiences for ideological,
political or commercial purposes through the
controlled transmission of one-sided messages

(which may or may not be factual) via mass and

direct media channels. A propaganda organization
employs propagandists who engage in
propagandism—the applied creation and distribution
of such forms of persuasion.”
Richard Alan Nelson, A Chronology and Glossary of
Propaganda in the United States, 1996

Roderick Hindery argues that propaganda exists on the political left, and right,
and in mainstream centrist parties. Hindery further argues that debates about
most social issues can be productively revisited in the context of asking "what
is or is not propaganda?" Not to be overlooked is the link between
propaganda, indoctrination, and terrorism/counterterrorism. She argues that
threats to destroy are often as socially disruptive as physical devastation
itself.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_Union
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